
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

School Photos 
Years 7 to 12 
(and sibiligs) 

Tuesday 23rd February 

Please remember to be in full  
Formal Uniform 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

WITH COURAGE AND COMPASSION 
  

 

 
 

 
 
 
  
  

Principal’s Message 

 
Dear families, 
 
Our Thursday Afternoon Electives Program is now up and running with a new initiative 
this year being the extension of this program to allow students in the Senior School the 
same opportunities.  The feedback I have received from the senior students has been 
extremely positive.  We have also introduced several initiatives throughout the school 
this year under the banner of our Social and Emotional Learning Program including life 
skills; a career development program; leadership; mental health; sexual health & 
relationships; and driver safety.  Our overarching aim is to set our young people up for 
success at Kimberley College and beyond. 
 
Student Council 
Our student council is also up and running for 2021.  The Executive members: Kasey 
Anderson, Sam Carlyle and Tiana Stalley attended the Australian Student Leadership 
Conference run by YLead recently.  This conference held at the University of 
Queensland was attended by student leaders from many schools throughout 
Queensland.  It was great to have KC represented this year. 
Our student council represent what is defined as servant leadership.  Servant leadership 
is perhaps the toughest form of leadership because it is the only one that asks leaders 
to forgo themselves and to put others’ needs above their own.  This form of leadership 
suits one or our core beliefs: ‘Waffo’.  Servant leadership helps our young people 
understand that a person’s true sense of purpose and value can be found when they 
put others first; when they seek to make a difference and leave the world in a better 
place than when they found it.  I look forward to working with the student council for 
the good of all in the KC community. 
 
Parents and Friends 
The Kimberley College Parents and Friends (P & F) is an enthusiastic group of volunteers 
working to build community and support the students, staff and parents of Kimberley 
College.  They held their first meeting of the year last week which doubled as a planning 
meeting and it was a very well attended event with many great ideas and initiatives 
discussed.  I would like to publicly thank the P and F President, Christine Roberts and 
Secretary, Del Mendoza for facilitating this meeting.  The first initative planned is a 
Cadbury Chocolate Fundraiser with further information included with this newsletter. 
 
College Policies 
Kimberley College is a member school of Independent Schools Queensland and like all 
schools operates within a framework of approved policies and procedures.  Our key 
policies including our Child Protection Policy, Student Welfare Policies, Complaints 
Handling and our Parent and Community Code of Conduct are available on our website. 
 
 
                              
 

Glenn Johnson 
Principal 
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Pastoral Care – Deputy Principal 

 
The Diminishing Art of Conversation 
 
In the high tech, fast-paced digital realm we find ourselves inhabiting, our young people 
increasingly seek comfort and connection with (and through) a screen.  It is not difficult 
to understand the appeal, given that a ‘like’ on an Instagram or Facebook post can 
result in such a dopamine high.  Users experience short-term pleasure and then seek to 
replicate this with further posts in the anticipation of validation and comfort of a further 
‘like’ from other screen users.  Whilst this can be seen to fulfil a basic need, it is 
important to question at what costs.  Is the sacrifice of rich, in-person conversation for 
mere connection one that we are happy to make?  Prof. Sherry Turkle’s Ted Talk 
‘Connected, but Alone’ (2012) provides an interesting exploration of this. 
 
The importance of conversation is not a new idea but one with a credible and lengthy 
history 
Socrates (c. 470 – 399 BCE), a proponent of open dialogue, is well known as the gadfly 
of the Athenian Agora; a man who encouraged face-to-face conversation as the optimal 
vehicle for questioning and debating the different facets of human existence as well as 
to build community, consensus and trust among people.  In Plato’s Phaedrus (c. 370 
BCE), Socrates expresses concern of the impact of writing without the accountability of 
face-to-face contact. “I cannot help feeling, Phaedrus, that writing is unfortunately like 
painting; for the creations of the painter have the attitude of life, and yet if you ask them 
a question they preserve a solemn silence.”  This is pertinent in our current screen-
fuelled context.  In the absence of looking into the eyes (or listening to the perspective) 
of another, or an ability to ask clarifying questions or engage in dialectic, individuals can 
post content to a faceless screen with little/no accountability to their fellow human 
beings.   
 
Conversation provides an optimal environment to develop the skills necessary to be a 
good citizen 
In order to prepare young people as active citizens of a liberal democracy, it is 
important to promote a dialogical approach, placing emphasis on active listening and 
speaking in face-to-face interactions – as advocated by Dewey (in Democracy and 
Education, 1916).  This provides a suitable forum to express opinions and engage with 
(and scrutinize) the ideas of self and others (particularly when disagreement is present) 
in order to come to a richer understanding (Mill, On Liberty, 1859).  Empathy – and 
more broadly emotional intelligence – is learnt and developed through face-to-face 
interaction.  Empathy helps us to understand the experience and perspective of others, 
to instil kindness and a capacity to act with courage and compassion (as advocated by 
our College Motto) for the benefit of all.   
 
We need to model and cultivate the art of conversation with our young people 
We can do this by creating device-free rules around social gatherings and meal times.  
Prof. Donna Cross (Telethon Kids Institute) suggests that ‘we need to ensure our kids 
(and ourselves as significant role models in our children’s lives) are having face-to-face 
conversations and developing real world connections.’  Conversations with family, 
friends and teachers are pivotal in promoting learning and healthy development in our 
young people.  If we prioritise ‘online’ connection over ‘in person’ conversation, then 
we short change ourselves.  
 

Janine Parkinson 
Deputy Principal  

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/sherry_turkle_connected_but_alone/up-next


 
 

 

  

KC Invictus Wellbeing Events 
 

 
 

 
Last year, we commenced our KC Invictus Wellbeing events with Brett Lee’s cyber safety 
presentations delivered across the whole College to support our students, teaching 
staff and parents/carers.  The feedback from these sessions was very positive and, if 
they supported even one child to navigate the internet more safely, then they are 
completely worthwhile. 

 

 
We have kick started the 2021 year with Relationships & Reproductive Health education 
in our Primary School.  In line with the National HPE Curriculum, educators from True 
Relationships & Reproductive Health are facilitating sessions on protective behaviours 
with our Prep – 4 students and (protective behaviours and) puberty with our 5 – 6 
students.  Sheena Callaghan, a True Program Coordinator, has trained our Primary 
teachers in the program and ran a parent/carer session on Wednesday 10th February to 
equip our parents/carers with knowledge and understanding of the program.   
 
In Term 2, we will roll out the All True Program across our Middle and Senior School, for 
our students, teachers and parents/carers.  The parent/carer session will take place on 
Wednesday 21st April (5 – 6:30 pm) so please save the date in your diaries.  The 
parent/carer session precedes the student sessions, so if you have any questions, please 
bring them along to this session. 
 
We will host a range of Invictus Wellbeing Events throughout the year to equip our 
whole College community with the tools to best support the wellbeing of our young 
people.  

 
Senior VET News 

 
Applications for the Trade Taster Program for year 10 students opens on Monday the 
22nd of February at 9am. If you have a child that is in year ten and is interested in 
doing the Trade Taster program please contact me this week on 
terry.elliott@kimberley.college.  

 

Year 10 Trade Taster Program 2021 
TAFE Queensland SkillsTech 

 

Applications opening Monday 22nd February at 9am 
 

The Year 10 Trade Taster Program allows eligible high school students to try out a trade 

without needing to commit to a full qualification or apprenticeship.  Students get to see 

if a trade is the right option for them or test out a potential career path that they’re 

considering following in the future.  

AIMS: 

• To build the capacity of students, teachers, parents/carers and wider KC 

community to support student wellbeing. 

• To raise awareness, and develop understanding, of pertinent issues 

impacting on student wellbeing. 

• To facilitate rich conversations to strengthen support within our KC 

community. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 



 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

How to apply – Applications open Monday 22nd February 9am  
  
To submit an application for the Year 10 Trade Taster Program, students will need to: 
  

·       Go to tafeapply.com 
·       Enter the application code of TQST21TT (please note – the application    
code will not work until applications open at 9am on Monday 22nd February).  

  
Students will require their USI at time of application (this is mandatory).   
To apply for a USI, students need to go to usi.gov.au. 
  
Students will also be required to provide contact details including:  
       Email address (student and parent) 
       Mobile phone number (student and parent) 
       Postal Address 
  
Please note:   
We are expecting a high level of interest in this program and a large number of 
applications.  Applications will be dealt with in a first come, first served basis, based on 
the time that the student’s application was submitted.  Applying for this program is similar 
to purchasing tickets to a concert – not all applicants will receive an offer of place. 
 
 

Middle School News 
 

 
 

The biggest event of the fortnight for Middle and Senior school was our Swimming 
Carnival!  
 
Monday 8 February was a picture-perfect day to host our annual swimming carnival.  The 
sun was out, the water was cool and refreshing and the kids were dressed in their GREEN, 
YELLOW, BLUE and RED house colours. The stands were full and our swimmers were lining 
up ready to race. 
 
            On your marks get set GO!                            ...and they were off and racing!  
 
Jagera, Barada and Maikulan put all their energy into chasing the reigning champions, 
Lama Lama.  It was incredible to see our grade twelves all dressed up and diving into the 
water with style - accompanied by floaties, inventive outfits or life vests.  
 
We loved hearing the laughter, listening to the banter and seeing them make memories 
at one of their last school sports carnivals.  
 
Nervous new Year 7’s ummed and ahhed about whether to swim or not but nurturing KC 
students cajoled, bribed and encouraged them to jump in, have a go and support their 
teams. 
 

http://tafeapply.com/
http://usi.gov.au/


 
   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
And jump in, they did! Incredible participation was recorded across all houses - it was 
wonderful to see so many swimmers trying their best, racing their hearts out or 
completing a lap with friends. Nothing brings a boat closer than a sporting event where 
we can rally around our friends and cheer them on to the finish line.  
 
The boat chants were lots of fun this year - friendly jeering between boats, 
choreographed dances, and war cries that sent messages of courage and conviction.  The 
air was alive with the sound of songs, anthems, cheeky chants and shouts of 
encouragement.  
 
When was the last time you swam 50 metres? Believe us - it is a feat worth celebrating. 
We congratulate everyone who jumped in on the day and all those who invested their 
best efforts cheering on their teammates in the stands.  
 
Age Champions and students who will represent the college at the District Championships 
will be announced soon but, for now, we can announce and congratulate: 
 
Henry Rose 
 
Henry, from Maikulan, was the Middle School student who scored the most points for his 
boat - a whopping 146 points. This comes from swimming in and placing on the podium 
for eight of the nine events held on the day - IMPRESSIVE!   
 
All boats are eagerly awaiting the reveal of this year’s champion house. It is a nail-biter 
and we can’t wait to hear who came out on top this time! However, at the end of the day, 
we are all winners.  

 
Primary School News 

 
Happy week four!  We have had such a wonderful time in the primary school immersing 
ourselves in all of our exciting themes.  Our specialist subjects have started up and we 
have been learning all about France, rhythm and beats, and some of us have started 
learning dances as a part of the KC dance academy.   
 
Fun Times in Kokomini 
What a great start the Kokominis have made to school life at Kimberley College. During 
the first week of school, the Kokominis went on a tour of the school as they searched 
high and low for the Green Sheep. They had so much fun meeting members of staff and 
familiarizing themselves with their new school environment. It has been beautiful to see 
friendships grow as the students learn each other's names and embed the values of KC 
into games and everyday interactions. We are delving into our theme ‘Magical 
Adventures’ and are having fun exploring the concepts of print, letters and rhyme. 
Some of the texts we’ve had fun with are Chicka Chicka Boom and Dr Seuss to name a 
few.  Our theme has led us to 'magical experiments' within our classroom. So far we 
have made lemon volcanoes and used our five senses to make our predictions and 
observations. The Minis are building their confidence in recognising and writing 
numbers to 5, as well as applying their knowledge to number games. We are excited to 
see where our learning journey takes us this year. 

Mrs T & Mrs Tribs 
 

Primary Events 
Congratulation to Ochse Esterhuysen, Chaise Lucas, Maya McGee and Zahra Ahmed from 
Gubbi Gubbi for their participation in the Beenleigh Zone Swimming Carnival last 
Monday. The teachers who attended the event were really impressed by their behaviour 
and how supportive they were of one another.  Well done!  

 



 
   

On Wednesday 10th February we hosted our first parent information evening for the 
Relationship and Sexuality Education Program that will be run collaboratively with True 
Relationships & Reproductive Health and the classroom teachers.  The many benefits of 
relationship and sexuality education include supporting the development of a healthy 
self-esteem, a positive attitude towards sexuality, information to care for bodies and the 
development of skills to make healthy decisions. Thank you to all the parents who 
attended both online and onsite.  In the classrooms this week, we had our first visits from 
True Relationship & Reproductive Health. The students were all very respectful and 
courteous listeners to our guest and participated beautifully. They have learnt the 
scientific names for their body parts and discussed what a private and public place is. The 
children will be bringing home their worksheet and have been encouraged to share the 
information with their parents.  If you require any extra information or support please 
contact the school, or Sheena from True directly:  
Website: www.true.org.au          Email: gcoastedu@true.org.au       Phone: 5531 2636 
 
Primary Assembly 
We wish to congratulate the following students who received a KC Attitude Award at our 
assembly this week.  Well done, Keeley Dunne, Meryem Kara, Jarrah Burdon, Savannah 
Blessing, Mollie Hannah, Delilah Bowles-Sykes, Olivia Stevenson, Abidah Yusuff, Ella 
Russo, Willow Williams, Brianna van Mastrigt, Kirra Mooyman, Jonace Suaesi and Ryan 
Drescher (AKA BBQ Boys).  We also wish to thank the Gubbi Gubbi class for sharing their 
Rich Task with us, and the BBQ Boys for their entertaining dance.    
 

Golf Academy News 
 

Congratulations to Kimberley College Golf Academy student Anand McCullum. Anand 
recently won the Men’s Summer Cup at Carbrook Golf Club.  Anand managed to beat 240 
men to win the tournament.  He was the only teenager to play in the event and to win it 
was a huge achievement.   

Art News 
 

Year 12 Visual Art in Practice students started Unit 3 by exploring the concept of 
‘Multiculturalism’ and the diversity of cultural backgrounds in Australia. They examined 
and studied a range of cultural symbols and patterns to create a poster, which 
represented a cultural community inside Australia. The variety of colours, patterns and 
symbols in their posters are interesting and impressive.  
 

P&F News 
 

If you haven't heard of us, we're the Parents and Friends committee (P&F). Our role is to 
support the school and our students.  Despite COVID throwing a spanner in the works, 
we still managed to raise over $3500 last year. But we have our sights set on much bigger 
goals in the years to come! Our first meeting back was a cracker and we're raring to go 
with heaps of great ideas. 
 
Want to keep in touch with what we are up to? Just email the word 'subscribe' to 
pandf@kimberley.college 
 
And of course, you can email us anytime with your questions or fundraising ideas. First 
cab off the rank for term 1 will be a good old-fashioned chocolate drive. More details in 
the coming week. 
 
No matter what your level of involvement, from attending meetings, to voting for KC in 
online competitions, to spending money at fundraisers, we look forward to collaborating 
with you throughout the year. 

Christine Roberts 
P & F President 
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mailto:gcoastedu@true.org.au
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Admin News 
 

Please remember that from 7am the speed limit on Kruger Road is 40klm. 

 
If you know of anyone interested in attending a tour of the Kimberley College campus 
please let them know that they can book tickets to attend our next Saturday Tour on the 
13th March 2021. 
 
Tickets must be booked due to social distancing requirements through Trybooking 
- https://www.trybooking.com/BOUPD 
 
 

 
 

Swimming Carnival and Districts 
 

The Kimberley College Swimming Carnival, held at Logan North Aquatic Centre on 
Monday 8th February 2021 was an exceptional success. Fortunately, the day presented 
with balmy weather, genuine competitive spirits and soaring talent! A huge thank you to 
all students who participated on the day, displaying outstanding team-work and 
sportsmanship.  
 
In addition, based on the Swimming Carnival, we are proud to announce that six 
Kimberley College students, including Oscar Barr, Oscar Blyde, Sam Carlyle, Charli 
Holmes, Will Howes and Sommer Sylvester were selected to represent out school at the 
Pacific District Swimming Carnival due to their exceptional times during various heats. 
Times were based on South Coast qualifiying standard times. 
 
Held on the same day as the Kimberley College Swimming Carnival, Primary School 
students; Ochse Esterhysen, Chaise Lucas, Maya McGee, Zahra Ahmed competed in the 
Beenleigh Zone Swimming Carnival. The students were selected due to their outstanding 
performance at their Carnival held in Term 4, 2020. We are very proud of all students and 
look forward to sharing their results soon. 
 
Kimberley College appreciates the talent and dedication of all students who progressed 
to Beenleigh Zone Swimming and Pacific District Swimming Carnival and look forward to 
sharing the outcome of these recent events. 
 

 

https://www.trybooking.com/BOUPD


 
 

FROM  OUR  COUNSELLOR… 
 

 

 REWARD DIRECTION 
NOT PERFECTION.  
When we want to change a 

behaviour we need to accept that 
real change occurs slowly and 

progressively. Further, real 
changes are better adhered to 
when each step towards the 

targeted behavioural change is 
positively recognised and 

reinforced. Some people refer to 
this process, or concept, as 

successive 
approximations. 

 
Therefore, we want to praise the 

person’s attempts to progress 
rather than focus on them not 

achieving their desired goal 
straight away. For example, your 
child’s goal may be to have had 
breakfast, be dressed and ready 

for school by 8am. If the child has 
eaten breakfast and brushed 
their teeth by 8am, then this 
needs to be praised by you to 

reinforce their effort and 
progress towards their goal.  

 

 

REFRAMING OUR THINKING… 
 

Sometimes our children need something they 
are not getting in order for them to regulate 

their own behaviour.  
 

This thought allows us to replace  attention 
with connection? 

 

Rather than thinking, 
“They are seeking attention,”  

We say 
“They are seeking connection.”  

 
Then we challenge our thinking… 

 
“What’s wrong with a child seeking attention 

anyway? Doesn’t that mean they need to connect. 
How could I help that child form some social 

connections?”    
 

Our children require connection and understanding from those 
closest to them to feel safe and secure.  

 

WAYS WE CAN ALL GROW AND NURTURE OUR CHILDREN SO THEY ARE SAFE, 

CONFIDENT AND WISE. 
 

1. LISTEN MORE THAN TALK: We have 2 ears and 1 mouth. Let’s try to use them in this ratio: listen twice as much as you 

speak/reply.  

2. UNDERSTAND WHAT THEY ARE SAYING FROM THEIR POINT OF VIEW: Put yourself in their shoes at their age. 

Sometimes this means asking yourself what would it be like if I was 13, at school and some people were excluding me? 

3. REASSURE THEIR FEELINGS: Rather than dismiss our children’s feelings, we need to reassure them that their feelings 

are normal and legitimate.  We could say “Of course you would be feeling sad. It’s normal to feel sad if you feel your friends 

are not including you.” Then stop.  

4. ALLOW SILENCE: Silence can allow a safe place to think. Silence sometimes makes us feel so uncomfortable that we jump 

in and provide solutions when all our children want is for us to be there, listen and comfort them.  

5. TRUST: Trust that you are doing the best you can as a parent. Trust that your children are doing their best as children. Trust 

that the relationship you develop with your children will develop through making mistakes, forgiveness, getting things right 

and celebrating. Trust that together, you will grow and bloom.  
 

 

EMAIL: klynton.kelly-bolt@kimberley.college  

 
 
 

mailto:klynton.kelly-bolt@kimberley.college


 
 

 

 



 
 

 
  



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 
 
11th February 2021 
 
Dear Year 12 Parents and Carers,  
 
I thought I would share a list of Questions and Answers resulting from conversations I have had with parents in the 
first weeks of school regarding our plans for Year 12 this year. 
 
Student Drivers 
Question: Why are there new rules for student drivers this year? 
 
Answer: The majority of the rules regarding student drivers have been in place for many years at KC.  Last year a 
dedicated area for student parking was created and students were told they were no longer allowed to park in the 
main car park to provide more spaces for parents.  The rules around student drivers such as number of passengers 
allowed, time of departure and speed limits are in place to keep our young people safe. 
 
Question: Is there potentially going to be no parking for those students who turn 17 a bit later in the year? 
 
Answer:   Like most schools we face issues with space for parking.  That said, we will expand the number of parks 
available to students during the year to ensure those who turn 17 later in the year have the same opportunities as 
those born earlier. 
 
Snow Trip 
Question: Is the snow trip going ahead this year?  
 
Answer: The Snow trip remains a difficult proposition due to Covid.  We are going to address the year 12's about 
this again soon and will continue to update them as we receive more information.  At this point we have had 
communicated to us that they are taking bookings from Queensland schools but have increased restrictions on 
return of refunds of deposits if cancellations occur. They still will not guarantee access to the slopes in Thredbo for 
group bookings each day so we are exploring if Perisher has the same restrictions.  In summary, the Snow trip is 
still being affected by Covid but no decision to cancel the trip has been made.  If the ski trip is possible this year we 
will give students and parents full information so they can make an informed decision about the risks should they 
choose to attend.  
 
 
Year 12 Camp 
Question: Why is the year 12 camp not happening? 
 
Answer: As you would be aware last year a new Senior system was introduced to Queensland.  In this new system 
we have three terms and the first two weeks of the fourth term with Year 12's before they enter an extended 
three week and two days of external exams.   
 
This has resulted in the final week for year 12 being reduced to just three days and is totally out of the control of 
the school. The year 12 camp worked when the students had a  five day final week, in fact, I am reliably informed 
it originated partly to remove them from the school for a few days to allow the year 11’s to concentrate on their 
studies as the year 12’s were effectively finished. 
 
The graduation evening for year 12's has been booked for the Wednesday night of that week and we are in the 
final stages of confirming the formal for Thursday night.  There is just no room for the camp anymore with the 
new system in place. 
 



 
 

 

Question: When is the year 12 formal being held this year? 
 
Answer: The external examination block resulted in the date for the senior formal having to be moved last year.  The 
date chosen was the end of term one.  This ended up having to be changed due to Covid and was eventually held in 
the final week for year 12’s.  The feedback from the year 12’s last year and this year’s group has been 
overwhelmingly in favour of holding the formal late in the year rather than in term one.  We could not secure a date 
at Sirromet for the formal this year as all suitable dates were unavailable.  We have been busy exploring other 
venues and are very close to confirming the formal will be held on the Thursday of the final week for year 12’s. 
 

Year 12 Water Fight 
Question: Is the water fight still happening? 
 
The water fight is still going ahead and there are no plans to ever stop this tradition.  It is a fantastic way to 
farewell the year 12 students and is an important part of the culture of this school. 
 
 
Year 12 Dinner 
Question:  Can we bring back the Year 12 Dinner? 
 
Answer: The Year 12 Dinner was cancelled when the formal was moved into term one.  With the formal 
being moved to later in the year it could be possible to bring back the Year 12 Dinner in term one if there is 
enough interest from the student body.  We have put this question to the Senior School Student Council 
reps this week. 
 
In conclusion, we are committed to ensuring our year 12 students both enjoy their final year of schooling at 
Kimberley College and are well-prepared for their individual post-school journey.  We have introduced a 
number of initiatives this year under the banner of our Social and Emotional Learning Program including 
life skills; a career development program; leadership; mental health; sexual health & relationships; and 
driver safety.  Our overarching aim is to set our young people up for success at Kimberley College and 
beyond. 
 
 
Glenn Johnson    Janine Parkinson   Chris McAlpine 
Principal    Deputy Principal   Deputy Principal 
  
 
 
 
 

 


