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NEWSLETTER 

 
Principal’s Message 

 
Congratulations Year 12’s 
This week we received the fantastic news that 100%, yes 100%, of the graduating 
class of 2019 achieved their Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE).  Students 
have a wide range of learning options to achieve their QCE; these can include senior 
school subjects, vocational education and training, workplace and community 
learning, as well as university subjects undertaken while at school. To be awarded a 
QCE, students must have at least 20 credits in the required pattern, and fulfil literacy 
and numeracy requirements. 
 
Well done to all students and an immense thankyou to our staff who have walked 
the journey with them continually supporting them as they work toward their goals.  
 
Instrumental Music Showcase 
It was a pleasure to attend the Instrumental Music Showcase event: ‘We are all 
Stars’ last week.  The students performed admirably and with much passion.  Many 
also showed great courage in performing in front of an audience for the first time.  
Thank you to our wonderful Instrumental Music staff: Adele Francis, Leanne 
Maurer, Phillip Murray and Vicki Jessen for their work with the students over the 
year and preparing them for the showcase event. 
 
Teaching Teams for 2020 
We will communicate with primary and middle school parents in writing before the 
end of the year regarding the teaching teams for 2020.  Students in Years 10 and 11 
have had their elective subject choices confirmed for 2020.  More on this is included 
in the Senior School section later in this newsletter. 
 
End of Year Best Wishes 
The next week of school will pass incredibly quickly. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank each and every family for their kindness and support 
throughout 2019.  The various culminating events of the last few weeks confirm we 
can most certainly take pride in who we are as a community.  It takes the Staff, 
Parents and Students working together to build what we have and I am very proud 
of our School and what we offer. 
 
As this is our last newsletter for the school year, I would like to on behalf of the 
Kimberley College community wish you all a happy and safe Christmas break. 
 
 

Glenn Johnson 
Principal 
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 Senior School Update 
 

 

 
 

 
It has been a busy fortnight. I emerged from the Batcave after a brief period of 
sulking following the teacher’s humiliating defeat in the Year 12 waterfight to find 
a senior school alive with activity, but also with some spaces that used to be filled 
with the Year 12s.  
 
Somebody That I Used To Know (Goyte, 2011) 
 
Year 12 had a great final week and handed on a legacy for the years that follow 
them. Their appearance and conduct at the formal was elegant and dignified. Their 
conduct at camp was enthusiastic and mature, and their aim in the waterfight was 
accurate and relentless. A special mention to Harry Parker who ended up in 
Nambour Base Hospital due to a poorly timed reoccurring respiratory complaint 
at camp. Harry then missed the waterfight and the teachers missed their 
opportunity to have one of the largest targets available to them. Harry, we hope 
are well now. Your company was missed! Your comrades did you proud. 
 
I have joked in the last couple of weeks with some Year 11 students about my 
theory of ‘schoolyard ecological succession’. How when one species (Year 12 
cohort) of students move out of niches in the schoolyard another moves in to 
replace it. The replacement though is dynamic. The space is filled but different in 
its nature and contribution – the ecosystem evolves. How will our new senior 
leaders evolve and develop our school and then leave their legacy? 
 
We have had Year 11 step up into what is effectively their Year 12 by showing that 
they can produce some outstanding work in their first summative Unit 3 
assessments called IA1 (Internal Assessment 1). Unit 3 for them won’t finish until 
the end of Term 1 2020. 
 
The year 11 chemistry students were studying electrochemistry the second half of 
the term. In these photos, students are constructing electrochemical cells and 
measuring the cell voltage the cells produced. 
 
Last week Biology & Philosophy students visited the University of Queensland.  
 
The Biology students attended a seminar and a series of workshops run by 
scientists on ecological sampling techniques in the field. These provided important 
training to assist them with finding success in their IA1 data test assessments this 
week and provide a strong framework on which to base their Term 1 assessment 
IA2 next year. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

   

 

On Thursday 21 November, Year 11 Philosophy and Reason students were involved in 
the 2019 World Philosophy Day symposium at the University of Queensland. The 
theme of the symposium was ‘peace and stability’, and the students were lucky 
enough to hear from the renowned Kombumerri (Nerang area) intellectual and elder 
Dr Mary Graham, as she and a panel of other philosophers discussed the modern 
relationship between humans and the land in Australia, and how it may need to be 
transformed to achieve long term peace and stability. 
 
According to Dr Graham, humans’ relationship with the land should be the template 
for their relationships with each other, and should be founded on an ethos of respect, 
reciprocity and care.  
 
The ideas students were exposed to on this excursion should help them prepare for 
Unit 4 of Philosophy and Reason: ‘Social and political philosophy’.  
 
Year 10 students have been submitting their final assessments for the year and have 
been given their firm subject selections for 2020. Although the selections they have 
been given are ‘firm’ from the point of view of knowing those subjects are available to 
them, they are not rigid – there is still room for adjustment and discussion even as late 
as the start of next year. 
 
Many of our office bound administration staff were served a ‘Food for the Soul’ lunch 
at their desk by the hardworking crew of the Year 10 Hospitality classes. The students 
were focussed on ‘front of house’ activities from menu planning & production, 
marketing and ultimately delivery and service. The service ran like a Swiss watch and 
the food was amazing. I know I speak for all the staff when I say how grateful we are to 
have been offered such an experience. Your efforts are very much appreciated. 
 
Year 9 were welcomed to the senior school on Tuesday 19 when the lower year levels 
had their orientation day with the new students for 2020, by spending a day with Y-Lead 
and Elevate Education. Y-Lead ran workshops I sessions one and two starting the 
preparation of Year 9 into becoming the future leaders of the school in coming years. 
This was followed by consultants from Elevate Education working with small groups of 
Year 10 students in a ‘Study Sensei’ workshop. The first in a series of workshops that 
will continue through year 10 coaching students on effective and efficient study 
techniques that can help avoid unnecessary stress in senior and increase achievement. 
 
On a personal note I would like to thank all of our school community for the support 
you have shown over the last year. Students, you have been great to spend time and 
space with, and I look forward to catching up with you in the new year. I will only be 
available at school up until December 10 this year, I’m taking an early mark, as I will be 
flying south for my own son’s graduation in the RAAF.  I wish you all a safe and peaceful 
end of year break. 
 

Chris McAlpine 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Middle School Update 
 
It’s the final countdown! Congratulations to our middle school students for the 
(almost) completion of another successful year at the College. It has been 
heartening to see how excited the students have been to finish core subject 
assessment tasks, and focus on their final rich task production, the good old 
fashioned Dine ‘n’ Jive evening. Please contact your child/rens’ teaching team for 
more information about the evening if you have any questions. 
 
It is natural at this stage of the year for our students to be excited about the end 
of the term, but we still have much important work to do. This phase of the term 
is hectic, but there is a light at the end of the tunnel! We encourage students to 
communicate with their teachers should they be feeling overwhelmed or worried 
about assessment tasks or projects. 
 
Over the last fortnight we have celebrated our year 9’s transition to the senior 
school at farewell dinners, we met new additions to our boats at the recent open 
day, were awed by our musicians and performers at the Music Showcase, practiced 
our jive dancing, hospitality and marketing skills in rich task, not forgetting 
wrapping up ‘Day of Excellence’ this week and reminiscing about our achievements 
in these programs over the semester. Yet there is still so much to do in between 
now and school finishing for the year with our exciting middle school Dine ‘n’ Jive 
and end of year boat celebrations to come. 
 
In this last newsletter contribution for 2019, it is important to acknowledge the 
hard work of our teaching teams, our leadership team, parents and families of 
course, but most notably, our students. Their dedication and commitment to 
excellence this year has been reflected in their work and contributions to the 
Kimberley College community. We have shared in some truly memorable moments 
which will always be cherished.  
 
I look forward to a strong start to 2020, and wish you all a well-deserved, relaxing 
and safe summer break. 

Best wishes 
Jasmyn Daniels 

 
Curriculum in the classroom – Jagera 
It’s the final count down. We are proud to say that our Jagera students have been 
fantastic 
this last fortnight. Last Tuesday they welcomed our future Jagerians to the 
classroom on with open arms, kindness and energy for our Open Day.  It was a 
crazy busy and hot day full of activities, mingling and creativity.  Throughout the 
day, we were able to rely on our 
current Jagerians to lead the way with excellence.  
 
Dine ‘n’ Jive preparations are well under way. Decorations are being created - the 
artists in our boats are busy drawing, painting and creating. Our costume crew are 
sourcing and sorting costumes for our performers. Performers are creating dance 
routines, magic shows, comedy acts, poems and songs to entertain you. Last but 
not least, our catering crew are busy building a menu, budgeting and making sure 
that you can enjoy the culinary tastes of the 1950s.  
 
A massive shout out to our performers that performed at our Instrumental Night 
on Thursday Night.  We congratulate Kiran, Lily. N, Sacha, Jordan, Ella and Clodagh 
on an entertaining evening.  We enjoyed watching them rock it out, sing it out, play 
it out on a night of musical fun.  Their hard work, practice and passion for music 
were evident as they performed. We are very proud of the talented crew we have 
in Jagera. 
 

 



 
 
  

Maikulan year in review 
 
We are sure that you have come to know and love the regular Maikulan 
newsletter contributions, and this edition is something very special.  
 
We proudly present to you, Maikulan’s Year in Review 
 
 

 
The year twenty nineteen brought so many changes, 
Yet the spirit of Maikulan was consistently contagious. 
Day one students were greeted by a variety of new teachers, 
We adjusted to changes in routines and procedures. 
 
It was clear all year that the catamaran family came first, 
Students valued and supported each other, with the occasional outburst. 
A sense of bonded community had been forged over time, 
Despite some challenges, courage and compassion is our paradigm. 
 
In term one we were reminded that poetry is still alive, 
Especially with teachers who made this blurb a rhyme! 
We analysed literary pieces and tried writing them ourselves, 
But to be honest, a few of us would rather leave it on shelves. 
 
If poetry and novel studies were not everyone’s passion, 
Dissecting hearts, brains and stomachs was more the fashion. 
Our curiosity for biology and medical conditions was quenched, 
Although we were occasionally overcome by the organic stench. 
 
We made paper planes – yes that still happens in high schools, 
Learning dynamics of flight, laws of motion, our general rules. 
Algebra and geometry, equivalent fractions and percentage, 
We designed tiny homes and learned math as a financial language. 
 
It wouldn’t be KC without sustainability and ancient wisdom, 
We learned about philosophy, and society when planning a soup kitchen.  
Term three brought rewards for creative thinking and group performance, 
With our Opti-MINDS sustainable successes, recycled of course! 
  
A highlight of the year was our camp at Mudjimba beach, 
We bonded with new friends, ignoring teachers’ 12:00am speech. 
But we competed with confidence, and cared with compassion, 
Climbed rock walls with caution and canoed without distraction. 
 
Our sporting efforts were seen in hockey, football and athletics carnival, 
Though not always winners, our big-red spirit was remarkable. 
Now we are not discounting all the other stuff we learned, 
But our request to double this word count was firmly overturned. 
 
Our teachers told stories, played games and gave random group allocations, 
They said it was to improve our learning and its real-world applications. 
The delivery of content might challenge ideals of conventional education, 
But we are courageous and compassionate future citizens of our nation. 
 
We are Maikulan! 

 

 

“In my three years in 
Maikulan, I have seen many 
changes. But, the one thing 
that never changed is… Even 
in a class of loud and 
outgoing people, Maikulan 
still empowers all. Offering a 
voice to the quiet, a home for 
the misplaced and a caring 
family for all who enter the 
doors of Maikulan”. 

- Molly Reid. 

 

“In Maikulan we do what is 
right, not what is easy”.  

- Alyssa Manfield. 

 

“Since the beginning of my 
high school journey we have 
always referred to Maikulan 
as a family, for this reason 
we aren’t allowed to date 
each other.” 

- Erin French. 

 

“Maikulan is like one big 
happy family. There will 
always be someone you can 
talk to when things are 
tough, you will never feel 
alone.” 

- Tom Warner. 

 

“To me, being in Maikulan 
means that my class mates 
and teachers care about me. 
They will always help me 
when I need it and will stay 
by my side.” 

- Sienna Hamilton 

 



 
 

  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Curriculum in the classroom – LOTE – Japanese 
 
During our most recent LOTE classes, students have been learning about ‘Ninja’ 
(which means stealth, patience and perseverance), the ‘Nightingale Floor’, surfaces 
that made chirping sounds when walked upon to reveal potential threats, and the 

beautiful castle,  Nijo, 二条城 in Kyoto, where they studied the art, history, layout 
and associated Japanese vocabulary.  
 

Recent events in Japan were “Culture Day” 日本の文化 Nihon no Bunka, which is a 
national holiday held annually on November 3 for the purpose of promoting culture, 
the arts, and academic endeavours. Festivities typically include art exhibitions, 
parades, and award ceremonies for distinguished artists and scholars.   
 
Students of LOTE studied ’Japanese bunka’ (culture) in depth in all of their units. 
When in Japan, I collect posters and souvenirs to these amazing events for student 
rewards, which are hotly contested in our games and quizzes in class! The Japanese 
culture is deeply embedded in the language and offers an interesting ‘hook’ to many 
students. 
 
We are working through our passports to complete our travels around the castles to 
incorporate itineraries into our journeys. Many students are writing script fluently 
and using kanji as well.  
 

Yoku dekimashita! Well done 

どうもありがとうございました 
Kim Rochelle-Brown  

 

 
 

Primary School Update 
 
As the final newsletter rolls out for 2019, we wish to again take the opportunity to 
thank all of our parents and friends who have supported us throughout the year.  We 
would not be able to do what we do without you!  We are excited to look forward to 
2020, and the plans in place to continue to foster the positive and productive 
relationships we have with our parents and wider community.  
 
We would also like to take the opportunity to celebrate the growth and learning 
journey of the members of our primary school.  Throughout the year, they have had 
many exciting learning experiences, made new friends and grown both socially and 
emotionally.  We wish them all, along with their families, a safe and happy holiday.  
 
Of course, it would not be the Kimberley College primary school if we were not still 
celebrating events.  On Friday, 29th November the Kokowara, Waka Waka and Gubbi 
Gubbi classes ventured to the Cleveland pool to spend some fun in the sun at our 
primary swimming carnival.  The carnival provided an opportunity for our students 
to showcase the skills that they developed throughout their swimming lessons in 
term four.  It was wonderful to see so many smiling faces, excited to be participating 
in both competitive and novelty events.  We wish to also thank our families and 
friends who came along to show their support and volunteer on the day.  Thank you! 
The 10, 11 and 12 year age champions will be announced at our final primary 
assembly on Friday, 6th December.  Our final assembly will also include a ‘Christmas 
Carols Morning’ event.  Each primary class has been working hard to learn a song to 
present on the morning.  We will also be having a guest appearance from our 
Kimberley Colle Performance Choir.  Parents and friends are welcome to attend. 
Invitations went home early last week. If you did not receive this information, please 
contact me at kristy.shepherdson@kimberley.college.    
 

 

mailto:kristy.shepherdson@kimberley.college


 
 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

While our 1- 6 classes were participating at the swimming carnival, our Kokominis 
had their own special water play celebration.  The students had a wonderful day 
paddling in water, and playing lots of splish, splashing games. The Kokomins will also 
be having their ‘Year of Celebration’ evening on Tuesday, 4th December.  We look 
forward to seeing our Kokomini families there to celebrate their success.  
 
As the year wraps up, the students have been busy finalising their term four tasks.  
The Kokowaras have been working hard on their class plays, the Waka Waka 
students will be having their mini museum next week, Gubbi Gubbi are finalising the 
assessment pieces and the Kokominis are hot on the trail of Captain Blackbottoms 
treasure!    
 
Finally, we wish to congratulate the following primary students who received a KC 
Attitude Award at the last assembly.  Well done, Samuel Ellis, Harry Bozman, 
Harmony Geake, Rian Pearson, Jesse Freeman, Ruby Smith, Nicolas Monck, Ashton 
Secker, Hayden Vlieg, Krisjanis Blums, Jack Steen and Summer Broadbent.  A special 
mention also to the Kokowara students who wowed us with their Kung Fu 
punctuation presentation.    
 
Well done, everyone and enjoy your holidays.  
 
 

Kristy Shepherdson 
 

 
 

Basketball News 
 

The Kimberley College Senior basketball team had their first organised game against 
Windaroo Valley State High School on Monday 25th November.  
 
The team of twelve performed well with some strong leadership from Liam Bennett 
and Reece Addley. The KC team had seven students playing their first game of 
basketball and all made great contributions throughout the match. Jonty Gabriel 
showed off his athleticism creating space behind the defence and leading the game 
in rebounds. KC started strong leading early in the game, however the experience of 
Windaroo was clear as they claimed the victory.  
 
The KC seniors have now seen the calibre of teams they will be competing against 
next year and have come away with plenty of confidence and desire to succeed.   
 

Heath Gameren 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

YEAR TEN DIPLOMA OF BUSINESS  
The session will cover everything you need to know 

from payment plans and program content to how the 

program can assist university entry. It 30 minutes 

and there will be time for questions and one-on-one 

chats with the presenters. 

MABO building verandah at 5.15pm for a 

5.30pm start. 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

The next editions 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

KC Excellence Magazine 
 
The Kimberley College Literacy Excellence group has recently won the 2019 SAE 
ATOM FRONT PAGE Award for multimedia excellence in producing a school 
publication.  
 
The Excellence group ranging from Years 7 to 9 students has worked hard to produce 
their own magazine from scratch and is busy preparing for a second edition as well 
as a Junior School version. Mr. Kent Morley-Buchanan who co-ordinated the group 
attended the awards in Melbourne and accepted the six Generation 7 iPads on 
behalf of the college.  
 
The students were able to watch the awards live via YouTube and we are all very 
proud of their hard work to produce such a high-quality multimedia publication.   
 
The winning entry can be found at: 
http://frontpage.online/2019-lower-secondary/the-real-kc/ 
 
And the awards ceremony can be seen here with Kimberley Colleg's win at the 
1:39.05 mark: 
2019 ATOM AWARDS https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_q0ldwhtXVQ 
 
 

 

http://frontpage.online/2019-lower-secondary/the-real-kc/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_q0ldwhtXVQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_q0ldwhtXVQ


  
Admin News 

 
The Parent Portal is now up and running, if you haven’t received a letter from the 
College containing your user name and password please contact 
parentlounge@kimberley.college. 

 
 

P&F News 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to all those who have 
supported our Parents and Friends Committee this past year.   
 
Many exciting events are planned for 2020:   
 

 
 
All About Oz Trivia Night on Saturday 29th February.  There will be prizes for the best 
dressed, raffles, nibbles and drinks.  Remember to save the date.   
 
The college will again take part in the Kokoda School Cup which will be held on the 6th 
and 7th June.  
 
The P&F is looking to assist through providing support for next year’s musical 
production, High School Musical which will take to the stage in July.  If you attended 
one of the Colleges graduation evenings, you would have enjoyed a sneak peek of one 
of the musical numbers.  The college and the P & F will be need a great deal of 
assistance from the greater college community.  
 
A Cadbury Chocolate Drive will be held next year to assist with fundraising for the 
musical, team registrations and singlets for all Kokoda student participants. 
 
If you would like to contact the P & F, offering support to the college in any way it would 
be greatly appreciated.  Please send your expressions of interest to 
pandf@kimberley.college and we will contact you shortly after.   
 
The P & F would like to send our congratulations to the graduated Year 12 students of 
2019.   
 
Once again, thank you for your patience and commitment to the P & F.  We would like 
to wish all our students and their families, our wonderful staff and all supporters of the 
College a fantastic holiday break.  Stay safe and we will see you all next year.   
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  
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HOW TO HAVE SOME HOLIDAY FUN… 
 
https://daringtolivefully.com/more-fun-and-play-for-adults 
This is a great place to start working out how to have some fun these holidays.  Play increases our 
creativity, our productivity and our overall feelings of well-being.  There always needs to be room in 
your day for some fun, laughter or play.    
 
When is the last time you really had fun—the last time you just let yourself go and had a good time? 
When did you last forget about all your daily responsibilities and live in the moment?  Sometimes we 
hold on to false (or inaccurate) assumptions that stop us having some fun. In light of the school holidays 
and Christmas approaching, I encourage you to take the risk and let go of some of the thinking that may 
be stopping you having fun with your family.   
 
A great article to read is found here:  
https://www.psychologytoday.com/au/blog/here-there-and-everywhere/201403/8-ways-make-your-
life-more-fun  
 

 
HOW ABOUT VOLUNTEERING THESE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS? … 

 
We tend to feel good about ourselves when we do good to and for others. People who volunteer tend 
to live more satisfying lives where they have opportunities to interact socially, set and achieve goals and 
learn new things.  Volunteering can help maintain a positive mood, promote a sense of belonging and if 
you can volunteer in an area you are passionate about, you are more likely to engage your heart and 
mind and consequently, live more meaningfully. Some places you could volunteer these school holidays 
could be:  

 An animal shelter 

 An aged care facility 

 A day care centre 

 Homeless shelter 

 In nature – picking up litter 

 At a church 

 A local PCYC 

 
https://volunteeringqld.org.au/roles/100827 

https://govolunteer.com.au/volunteering/in-brisbane%20city 
https://www.qld.gov.au/community/community-organisations-volunteering/volunteering 
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CERTIFICATE 1 IN CONSTRUCTION 

 
Next week some  Kimberley College students will begin their Certificate 1 in Construction.  
 
This qualification provides an introduction to the construction industry, its culture, 
occupations, job roles and workplace expectations. It is a three week full time course that 
is run by Train for Trades.  
 
Anyone wanting further information please contact Terry Elliott on 
terry.elliott@kimberley.college 
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