
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
 

Raw Challenge 
Saturday 27  March 

 
Primary Beenleigh Zone  

Cross Country 
Tuesday March 30 

 
Waka Waka excursion 

Tuesday March 30 
 

Worlds Greatest Shave 
Thursday April 1 

 
Last day of Term 
Thursday April 1 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

WITH COURAGE AND COMPASSION 
  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Principal’s Message 

 
The theme of our last secondary school assembly revolved around living our motto “With 
Courage and Compassion”.  We had students speak at this assembly about their 
experiences on the Year 11 camp or Year 12 Biology camp.   The resonating theme to the 
reflection these students shared on their camp experience was taking the opportunity to 
step out of their comfort zone and supporting others to do the same.   
 
Raw Challenge 
We are only a week away from the Raw Challenge with the event scheduled for Saturday 
March 27.  The course will likely be very muddy with all of the rain we have been 
experiencing which will add to the fun.  Raw Challenge provides the ultimate space for 
students and in our case families to experience an adventurous day of personal and team 
challenge. It provides an epic and unforgettable opportunity for participants to challenge 
themselves and lead their team mates to victory! The Raw Challenge course is developed 
around the core values of communication, motivation, fitness and fun - all in the spirit of 
teamwork and mateship. This year, we have aligned our Raw Challenge with the Share the 
Dignity charity. Share the Dignity assists homelessness and those in poverty and in need.  
We recently held a ‘Crazy Sock’ day to assist with raising funds for this charity.   
 
There is information for those attending including a map of the course included later in 
this newsletter.  For those of you still deciding if you want to take up the Raw Challenge, I 
will leave you with a fitting quote from Dr Seuss: “If you never did you should. These things 
are fun and fun is good.” – One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish.  This quote is not exactly 
filled with depth, but it is still an important lesson in life. Too often we say the word “no” 
to opportunities that present themselves to us but like Seuss says, if you haven’t done 
something before, try it. The second part of the quote is something we could probably all 
try to do more of, and that is simply have some fun.  I look forward to seeing you on the 
course. 
 

Senior Students 
Mr McAlpine has included some information for the families of senior students on the 
upcoming reporting of student progress and parent-student-teacher interviews.  Students 
in Year 12 are about to complete Unit Three and students in Year 11 are completing Unit 
One so these reports and subsequent interviews provide an opportunity for teachers, 
parents and students to discuss the progress of each student towards their individual 
goals.  I encourage you all to take up this opportunity as it sends a powerful message to 
our young people that we are all working together to set them up for success. 
 
Finally, congratulations to Tia Thomas who has been selected to participate in the QUT 
STEM Internship Program 
                                    Warm regards, 

 

Glenn Johnson 
Principal 
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Senior School News 

 
The newsletter marks the end of Week 8 and the beginning of the final two weeks of Term 
1. The focus in the senior school is necessarily very much around assessment at this point 
in time. Students will either be completing extended response tasks (assignments and 
projects) or sitting tests.  
 
Students with extended tasks due must submit them by or on the due date. Students must 
sit tests on the day allocated to do so unless there is a legitimate reason otherwise and an 
alternative date organised with a Head of Faculty (for Year 10 & Units 1 or 2) or with a 
Deputy Principal (for Units 3 & 4). Years 10, 11 and 12 had the benefit of learning from 
Elevate Education workshops on how to be successful in senior. I strongly recommend that 
students reflect on how they can incorporate the ideas discussed in those workshops into 
their own study habits. 
 
It is most important Year 11 students are mindful as they complete assessment and 
prepare for tests, that they are now inside the QCE system and working to earn their 
certificate that shows they “passed” senior at a standard that has been agreed to 
nationwide by all of the educational authorities. The primary goal of senior is the 
successful completion of the QCE. In a nutshell, if you pass all your subjects (a sound or 
‘C’) standard, you will receive your QCE. Students should not be aiming for satisfactory 
though, as their goal should be well beyond a sound result. 
 
Year 12 students are not only inside the QCE system, for which Units 3 & 4 are linked 
together, but are now contributing to their Exit results on their senior statement and, for 
those who are eligible, their ATAR. Year 12 Essential English and Essential Mathematics 
students have the Common Internal Assessment tests in Week 9. These are the external 
tests form the QCAA for those subjects. External tests for General Subject will occur in 
Term 4. 
 
Senior Reports 
Senior Reports will be released into Parent Lounge in the first week of the mid-semester 
break.  
 
Year 10 reports are interim in nature and will not contain the proficiency scales and 
pastoral care comments that appear in the end of semester reports for Year 10. An 
explanatory page appears on the last page of the reports to explain elements of the interim 
report that may not be immediately obvious. 
 
Year 11 and 12 reports are an end of unit report and are a full report with proficiency 
scales and pastoral care comments. The year 11 reports have an explanatory page about 
how the new QCE system works. 
 
Senior Parent/Teacher Interviews 
Once reports appear in Parent Lounge, access for parents will be made available to the 
senior school Parent/Teacher interview booking system in Parent Lounge for about 2-3 
weeks. The system is very friendly to use, and an explanatory video will be provided. You 
will be informed by email when it is open. Interviews operate on a first in, first served 
basis. Please check your email contacts are up to date. The system will be shut to parents 
and caregivers as of midday Tuesday 27th of April so that schedules for teachers can be 
printed for the days ahead. 
Interview blocks are scheduled for Week 2 of Term 2 on Wednesday 28th and Thursday 
29th of April. If you are unable to make those dates and the times that are available, please 
contact your child’s teacher to make a meeting time at an alternative suitable date. 
 

Chris McAlpine 
Deputy Principal 

 
  

 



 
 

 

  

Unaipon News 
 

This year, Kimberley College students will have the opportunity to take part in two of 
the mathematics competitions offered by the Australian Mathematics Trust. In week 9, 
Year 10, 11, and 12 students will write the Computational and Algorithmic Thinking (CAT) 
exam.  The CAT test challenges students to apply the skills behind computer 
programming and algorithmic design to solve nine questions.  The competition is 
designed to increase student confidence in solving challenging problems and help them 
identify their computer programming potential. 
 
The Unaipon faculty would like to congratulate Tia Thomas for her successful application 
to the QUT STEM Internship Program, which runs from Tuesday, April 6 to Friday, April 
9. The program always generates significant interest with many high-achieving students 
applying to only a few places in each working group.  The program features a week-long 
experience in QUT’s state-of-the-art science and engineering facilities where 
participants work in small groups on a research project based on the work of leading 
QUT STEM experts.  Tia has been accepted into a group called Feeding the Future and 
Converting Agricultural Waste into Valuable and Renewable Materials.  For her 
participation, she will be inducted into QUT’s STEM Scholars Program, which includes 
invitations to special events, QUT STEM ambassadors careers advice, and access to the 
STEM Scholars Academic Scholarship.  

 
Brad Hood 

Head of Faculty 

 
Middle School News 

 
As the week dragged on, yet another day of rain blanketing the bushland outlook of the 
classroom, the familiar announcement boomed over the loudspeakers, “Attention 
students and teachers, today will be a wet weather lunch, please remain indoors or 
under cover unless instructed otherwise.” Simultaneous moans echoed throughout the 
middle school as students lamented over the thought of environmental-driven 
containment, the thought of not running, not chasing, not kicking footballs, not shooting 
hoops, not expending energy that had been bubbling under the surface, ready to break 
free. “Board games anyone?” a teacher timidly asked as she steadily crept backwards 
into the corner, a shot of fear briefly streaking across her face….   
  
Of course we could have just written “It has been a wet week.” But in the spirit of our 
English creative writing unit, this seemed more accurate. Students are in the midst of 
assessments at present, working hard (or hardly working… am I right? Sorry, couldn’t 
resist.) in class to complete project tasks across all subjects. For English they are applying 
their imagination and creative writing techniques they have learned to write their 
Dystopian Legends Futures short stories. In Mathematics, they have just completed their 
Planning a Future Party problem solving task with fractions and ratios used in recipes. 
They are researching and comparing water management practices in Australia and other 
countries for HASS, after finishing their final Science experiment report last week. They 
are also practicing their fitness performance for Physical Education, and applying mixed 
media techniques in Art as they represent their past and future on silhouettes of their 
hands. 
 
This week our Year 9 and Year 11 debating teams had their round two debates, 
performing admirably, as they did in round one. The Year 8 teams have their next round 
in Week 10. Here are the results so far: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Round 1: 
Jagera 8.1  lost against Capalaba State College 
Maikulan 8.2 won against Anglican Church Grammar School 
Maikulan 9.1 lost against Brisbane SHS 
Jagera 9.2 lost against Springfield Anglican College 
Lama Lama 9.3 lost against Calvary Christian College 
Senior 11.1 lost to Villanova College 
 
Round 2 (so far): 
Maikulan 9.1 won against Mansfield SHS 
Jagera 9.2 won against Brisbane Christian College 
Lama Lama 9.3 won against Mansfield SHS 

 
In Week 10 we will be running our first Three-Way Conferences in place of previous Parent-
Teacher Interviews. Next week students will complete forms to reflect on their academic 
progress, productivity, attitude and behaviour, and emotional-social wellbeing. Students 
will then accompany their parents in meetings with teachers from their classes to discuss 
how they are tracking so far and plan for future success. To book a meeting, log into the 
parent portal and schedule a time with the teacher/s you would like to meet with. You can 
contact your class teachers for more information on booking if required.  
 
At our last assembly, the Kokoda Youth Foundation gave an insightful and motivating 
presentation on the benefits for people that participate in their programs. All monies 
raised from the Kokoda. 
 
Challenge goes to the Kokoda Youth Foundation. We have several teams nominated to run 
the Kokoda Challenge in June. They all have team leaders listed on their forms and should 
now be organizing their entry fees and registration. If your child is participating in a team, 
you can contact their team leader (teacher) with any questions or concerns you may have. 
   
Next Saturday 27 March 2021 is the RAW Challenge. If your child/ren are participating and 
you still need to purchase tickets, check our previous newsletter for all the details.  
With only two weeks to go, hoping for some fine weather, we are all focused on 
completion of projects, enjoying the time we have with friends, planning for holidays, and 
estimating how much chocolate we can consume over the Easter weekend.  
 

Zane Eiby 
 

 
Primary School News 

 
With only two more weeks of term one left, our primary friends are focused on finalising 
their Rich Tasks and celebrating all that they have achieved in the first term of school.   
Although the students are working hard, there have still been opportunities for them to 
kick their shoes off….literally… and have some fun.   
 
On Thursday the 11th of March, the students warmed their feet, along with our hearts at 
our ‘Crazy Sock’ day!  They certainly met Miss Shepherdson’s challenge of beating her with 
their craziness.  The students had a fantastic day, and raised much needed funds for the 
‘Share the Dignity’ foundation. 

 
 



 
   

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Waka Waka News 
We have been having such a blast this term in Waka Waka!  
This term our theme is ‘Setting the Record Straight’ and has been all about the Guinness 
World Records. We have been having lots of fun with this theme. So far we have 
participated in some of our own Waka Waka records and lots of great Minute-to-Win-It 
activities. We have also been learning about push and pull forces and friction. These 
concepts have been discovered through science experiments, using hot wheels, and with 
marshmallow shooters! Throughout this theme, we have also been practising our 
measurement skills, as we need to weigh, measure and record different lengths and 
weights for some of the records.  
 
A highlight for us this term has been presenting at the primary assembly. We were able to 
share our Guinness World Record knowledge with the primary school and have students 
and teachers participate in our chosen challenges! We went with the most star jumps in a 
minute for the students and the most finger-clicks in a minute for the teachers.  
 
Waka Waka Excursion  
A small reminder that Waka Waka will travel to Surfers Paradise on Tuesday 30th March to 
attend Ripley’s Believe it or Not.  Please, if you have not done so already, log onto Parent 
Lounge to accept the excursion and update any medical details.  

          
 Waka Waka Teachers  

 
KCFA  
We would like to take the opportunity to congratulate our KCFA friends who competed in 
the first stage of the South East Queensland School Futsal Titles on Wednesday 17th March.  
The carnival provided an opportunity for our students to play in a professionally run 
competition against other schools within our region.  Congratulations James Huppert, 
Chaise Lucas, Jared Mulcahy, Elliott Rainbow, Xavier Carpe, Ochse Esterhuysen, Willow 
Ramsay, Hugo Cornelius, Isaac Santana, Liam Perry, Toby Flanagan, Boston Fisher, Eli Ansell, 
Mustafa Uyarel, Alex Antonie, Charoltte Heron, Zahra Ahmed and Sahara Jonata, who 
represented the college well.   
 
RAW Challenge  
We would like to wish all the students participating in the RAW Challenge next weekend a 
very fun, and muddy time with their family and friends.  
 
 Gubbi Camp 
As we approach the end of the term, we would like to remind our Gubbi families that 
camp this year is in the first week of term two.  The students will be leaving for 
Thunderbird Park on Wednesday 21st April, at 9:00 am.  
 
Year Six Shirts  
At Kimberley College we have a tradition of honouring our Year 6 students’ final year with 
a commemorative shirt. The shirt gives students something to remember their primary 
journey by, and recognises them in their role as the leaders of the primary school for 2021. 
Payments for the shirts will need to be made through Parent Lounge and are due the 2nd of 
April.  
 
Primary Assembly 
We wish to congratulate the following students who received a KC Attitude Award at our 
assembly.  Well done, Oliver Bowles-Sykes, Kensi-Rose Chen-Smith, Lachlan Wolpert, Jesse 
Freeman, Lyric Geake, Ruby Russo, Aliyah English, Chelsea Davies, Elena Hardman, 
Harmony Geake, Zahra Ahmed, Elliot Rainbow, Riley Priotta and Georgia Patterson.  
 

Also, congratulations to Jarrah Burdon, Ryan Walden and Aasha Salter-Hunt for receiving 

a Library award for great manners and participation in Library sessions.  
 



 
   

We also wish to thank Kokowara for sharing a fantastic Just Dance with the rest of the 

primary school.  Members of Kokowara worked extremely hard to learn so many groovy 

dance moves and teach us about “Being Alive!”  It was a fantastic performance, thank you!  

 
 

Kristy Shepherdson 
Primary School Co-ordinator 

 
 

Arts News 
It is wonderful to see so many Arts opportunities that were missed out on last year able to 
take place already in 2021. Our year 11 and 12 Visual Arts students will be attending an 
excursion to GOMA next week and our Yunupingu students will be making their first trip 
to the theatre in week 10 to see the hit musical ‘Come From Away’. Miss Larkin, Miss 
Khorsandi and Mrs Wagenknecht were fortunate enough to see the musical at the last arts 
trip in Melbourne and it comes highly recommended if you are looking for an unforgettable 
live theatre experience. 
 
Choir 
Auditions for our Performance Choir took place last week and they will start rehearsals this 
Wednesday from 2.00 – 2.45pm in the Auditorium. Rehearsals for Junior Choir also started 
last week. If your child is interested in being part of a choir please email Miss Jaclyn Tassan 
or music@kimberley.college to sign them up. 
 
Enrolment for Instrumental Music Lessons in Term 2 
Enrolment for instrumental music lessons is now open via the parent portal. Please get in 
quick to ensure your child does not miss out. 
 
Please note that all students who would like to participate in instrumental music lessons 
are required to enrol via the Parent Lounge as this enables our timetabling process to 
happen effectively. We thank you for your participation in the Instrumental Music program 
at Kimberley College so far and welcome any new students. 
 
In order for your child to participate in Term 2 Instrumental Music classes, a parent/carer 
must enrol them by logging onto their Parent Lounge account, and sign up for their 
respective instrument. Payment also needs to be made at this time. Please refer to step-
by-step instructions below. 

Instrumental music lessons will run from week 2-9 each term and include 8 lessons. Fees 
for 2021 lessons are below: 

Guitar (prep to year 12) 
Private: $35.00 per lesson 
Group: $15.00 per lesson 

Piano (prep to year 12) 
Private: $35.00 per lesson   

 
Vocal (prep to year 12) 
Private: $35.00 per lesson 
Group: $15.00 per lesson 
  

  

If your child is currently enrolled in lessons and we do not receive your term 2 enrolment, 
it will be assumed they are not continuing and your child will be removed from the 
program. 
 
Enrolment is to be completed by Thursday 1st April 2021. 

 
Should you wish to discuss the music program, please contact music@kimberley.college 
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Dance 
Our dancers have been working hard behind the scenes to prepare for our first eisteddfod 
early next term. The primary team will compete in BPAC and Ipswich eisteddfods at the 
end of term 2. Our middle and senior teams will be performing at Sunshine Coast 
eisteddfod, BPAC and Ipswich next term. Sunshine Coast eisteddfod is Friday the 7th May 
(week 3) at the Caloundra Events Centre. More details will be emailed closer to each date 
when we receive details from the eisteddfod.   
 
Drama 
If your child is interested in participating in Drama, the school provides a number of 
opportunities for them to do so. Every Tuesday 2nd lunch from 12:55-1:35 in the 
Auditorium there is a Drama Club open to all middle school students. They are working 
their way through drama techniques and conventions that communicate dramatic 
meaning (freeze-frames, dialogue, sub-text, mime etc), while playing lots of games and 
having a bit of silly fun. Our senior electives program also offers a Drama Club elective 
held in session three every Thursday. Drama is an excellent way to build confidence and 
self esteem as well as have fun with friends. If your child is interested in attending one of 
these sessions please email Miss Katherine Grimes. 
 
Art 
On Wednesday March 17th,  our Year 11 and 12 Visual Art students spent a few hours at 
the Gallery of Modern Art and Queensland Art Gallery. They managed to visit and 
appreciate different techniques, media, viewpoints and approaches that contemporary 
and historical artists have applied in their art works. The highlight of our excursion was 
visiting a selection of Gordon Bennett's artworks. Gordon Bennett is a significant figure 
in the contemporary Aboriginal Australian art. He has been recocommended numorous 
times for case studies in the Visual Art Syllabus. After visiting the galleries, students had 
the opportunity to have lunch and dessert in Southbank. Hope our Art students had a 
productive and fun day! 
 
Please remember to like and follow Kimberley College Art Program on Facebook:   
https://www.facebook.com/KCArtProgram  
and Instagram: kimberleycollegeart. 

Roya Khorsandi 
Senior Visual Arts 

 
Elizabeth Wagenknecht 

Head of the Arts 
 

 
Sport News 

 
Brisbane Metro School Titles High School and Primary school (Group Stages) 
 
Our Kimberley College High School students participated in the South East Queensland, 
Brisbane Metro Futsal Schools Titles on Friday, 12th March for High School students and 
the 17th March for our Primary School students. 
 
All of our teams competed and represented the school with professionalism, persistence 
and passion, upholding the KCFA values throughout the day. We are proud of our 
students' performances and the support they provided for each other, cheering on our 
teams. Congratulations to our Kimberley College u/11, u/12 mixed primary school teams 
and the u/13 and u/16 boys' teams who qualified through to the Knockout Phase of the 
Brisbane Metro competition.  
 
Best of luck to these four teams as they prepare for finals of this competition in the 
upcoming days.  

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/KCArtProgram


 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Admin News 
 

Early Collection of Students 
If you need to collect a student early, please email both their class, eg 
barada@kimberley.college, as well as student.absences@kimberley.college.  The 
Student Hub staff will follow up with classroom teachers and ensure that students are 
ready to be collected.  
 
Transport 
Due to the unexpected growth in the number of students utilising the Kimberley 
College bus service, the College has needed to make changes to the bus routes to 
accommodate this growth.  Updated route schedules will be available on the College’s 
website by close of business, Friday, 19 March 2021, alternatively you can access the 
information by clicking on the here link.  
 
Changes will be made to Routes 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6.  These changes will take effect from 
Monday, 22 March 2021.  For families tracking students on the Friday PM routes, 
please note that there may be variations to the current routes whilst the changeover 
of student information is happening.  
 
Should you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact Cindy or Rebecca on 
3209 0339.      Thank you for your understanding.  
 

 
P&F News 

 
It’s full steam ahead for the P&F at the moment! 
  
Thanks for opting into the chocolate drive! 
We’re in the process of finalising numbers, but at least 156 families have put up their 
hands to take 226 boxes in total, which is fantastic! Those families will receive an email 
soon with further details about collecting their choccies. 
  
RAW Challenge Sausage sizzle 
Want to be involved in the RAW challenge without having to actually do the obstacle 
course? You can! The P&F will be running a sausage sizzle at the event (Sat 27 March on 
the Gold Coast) and we’d love you to join us. 
 
Think you might be able to spare an hour between approx. 8am and 11am to help a 
group of friendly, dedicated parents to sizzle some snags? 
Email us at pandf@kimberley.college for more details. 
  
Vote for KC and help us win $1000! 
This is hands down the quickest, easiest fundraiser you’ll ever see. For just a few taps of 
your thumb and less than a minute of your time, you can help the school win $1k from 
Freedom Property. 
 
We’ve done this a few times now and we can say with certainty that no one has ever 
used our sign-up details to get in touch about real estate (or anything else), so there’s 
no need for concern. 
 
Voting closes soon! Vote now, then share the link with family and friends. 
https://www.freedomproperty.com.au/ProjectIdea?id=0872s000000GmgWAAS 
  
Want to stay up-to-date with what the P&F are up to? Email 'subscribe' 
to pandf@kimberley.college and we will add you to our email list. 
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